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all this carry on about 
fast rail is a furphy
I AM surprised that Senator Sarah 
Henderson would even mention 
the commitment made by Scott 
Morrison in 2019 for the Geelong 
Fast Rail Project (G/A 5/01). 

As she has stated, the planning 
stage is now under way. So, it has 
only taken 2½ years to get to that 
stage. I wonder if she would like to 
hazard a guess at a completion 
date. 

With Morrison’s propensity to 
make promises and then never 
carry them out, and with an 
election soon, I would not be 
surprised to see this commitment 
trotted out again as a fresh promise 
in coming months. 

Ms Henderson’s track record 
with rail is not good. In 2017 she 
was trying to frighten off Labor 
voters with a press release saying 
we would end up with “sky rail” as 
part of the duplication of the track 
to Waurn Ponds. 

All this “carry on” about fast rail 
is a furphy anyway. I believe most 
commuters would be happy with a 
reliable service, with no stops 
between Lara and Southern Cross. 
It’s the usual congestion on the 
track and need to stop at 

intermediate stations that 
increases what could be a 45-
minute service to about one hour. 
Mike Trickett, Geelong West

there’s no such thing a 
free rat, it’s out money
ROSS Mueller (GA 6/1) has nailed 
a few points regarding RATs. Ross 
brilliantly refers to PCR costs 
saying “we have been paying for 
them with our taxes”, so there is no 
such thing as a free RAT as if we 
are given them at a zero price we 
are still paying for them. 

Governments mistakenly treat 
spending as if it is their money, it is 
not, it is ours. 

Kerry Packer nailed it when 
asked about his company’s tax – 
minimisation schemes he stated: 
“Of course I am minimising my 
tax. And if anybody in this country 
doesn’t minimise their tax, they 
want their heads read, because as a 
government, I can tell you you’re 
not spending it that well that we 
should be donating extra!” 

Scotty it is our money not yours.
Mueller’s prediction of a 

backflip has already partially 
occurred. 

Ross what are the Tattslotto 
numbers please?

The issue is where is the health 
advice and research that advises 
we pay for a RAT test? 

Where is the provision of a RAT 
at zero cost compared to the costs 
of greater infection spread, deaths, 
hospitals closing and refusing 
treatment (already effectively 
happening), shortages of products 
due to Covid, employees off work, 
health workers off work and it 
currently being almost impossible 
to get a drive-through test, delayed 
test results and fear spreading in 
our society. 

Treasurer Frydenberg should 
get his calculator out and do the 
fiscal cost benefit analysis. Oops, I 
forget we don’t now follow any 
independent health advice or see 
any health advice, nor true budget 
figures or costs from our state 
Labor government. Must be that 
epidemic spreading to the federal 
government. 
Ross Kroger, Barwon Heads

novak came to play, 
refugees came for help
DESPITE his family’s claims, 
Novak Djokovic was not being 
held as a prisoner. He could have 
left the Park Hotel Immigration 
Detention Centre any time, to 

safely return home. This is in stark 
contrast to the other people held at 
the same facility. 

Refugees, by definition, cannot 
return to their homelands without 
risking their lives due to 
persecution based on their 
ethnicity, religion, social group or 
political opinion. 

Djokovic was being temporarily 
held while his visa requirements 
were sorted out. 

The refugees are indefinitely 
detained like political prisoners, 
now in their ninth year of 
detention. 

He came to play tennis. They 
came to ask for safety. 
Linda Cusworth, Armstrong 
Creek

Scomo-cron can only be 
eliminated by election
LOOK out Omicron, here come’s 
ScoMo-cron!

Definition of ScoMo-cron: A 
blight on society that defies the 
rules of commonsense and creates 
chaos and anxiety wherever it 
goes.

This disease can only be 
eliminated by an election. If ever 
your vote counted … it’s now!
David Hunt, Barongarook

of the housemates uncovered an 
old Sega with an ice hockey game. 

To say it was put to good use 
would be an understatement. We 
were obsessed and all as good as 
each other. We even capped off the 
year with a championship.

And that is my only foray into 
gaming. Until two weeks ago. 

Now I’ve been shown what I’ve 
missed out on these past 20 years. 

Here I was thinking I could flap 
about and change the actual world 
when in reality the best I can do is 
change an open world RPG.

And that’s not so bad. 
No one told me how glorious 

the graphics are, or that playing a 
game like Zelda is like directing an 
animated choose-you-own-
adventure.

No one told me a game like 
Dying Light would have such a 
sense of realism that even when 

watching someone else play, I feel 
part of the action. And apparently I 
haven’t even seen true realism yet 
in the gaming world.

No one told me that I would be 
best at playing Mario Kart on the 
fastest setting because I’m a crazy 
driver in real life. That’s not to say 
I’m good at the game, I just find 
driving like a psycho comes 
naturally, even on a screen.

The gaming world is huge and 
somewhat overwhelming. 

I’ve been learning about the 
history of the consoles and how 
they fed into one another. 

It’s intricate stuff and if you’re 
as ignorant as me in this realm it’s 
almost impossible to get a handle 
on it all. It’s definitely a yawning 
chasm if you’ve never been 
exposed to any of it.

The hype around new releases 
is something to behold and it 

GRINDING 
TO A HALT

The widespread shortage of 
rapid antigen tests (RATs) 
continues to be a major issue 
for Australians as they try to 
do the right thing.

The nation is now bogged down 
with staff and supply chain strains as 
Covid numbers soar. We need RATs 
to keep the economy ticking over. We 
need tests for people’s peace of mind.

In the coming weeks, more than six 
million concession cardholders will be 
able to access 10 free tests over a 
three-month period. 

But the federal government has put 
the onus on sourcing the RATs back 
on the pharmacies. That seems like 
passing the buck once more and ter-
ribly unfair on the pharmacies.

There won’t be enough stock for 
weeks yet. So we wait and wonder.

There were huge queues again out-
side pharmacies on Tuesday as people 
searched high and low for RATs. 

Facebook groups have been set up 
in many of the nation’s cities to help 
users locate and source RATs in their 
local areas. 

Opposition Leader Anthony Alba-
nese lashed out at the government for 
failing to secure supply of RATs when 
the drug regulator gave the green light 
in September. Mr Albanese said the 
situation had become “diabolical”.

It appears both state and federal 
governments have been caught out by 
a failure to plan. Meanwhile, the econ-
omy is paying the price and the com-
munity is stuck going nowhere fast.

1836 The survey ship HMS Beagle 
carries naturalist Charles 

Darwin’s into Sydney Harbour. 

1879 The Zulu War begins as the 
British seek to impose 

control over Zululand in eastern South 
Africa. Despite early setbacks, British 
forces defeat the Zulu army after six 
months. 

  1953 For the first time in NSW a 
woman sits with three men on 

a jury in the Supreme Court. The NSW 
Jury Act prevents the publication of the 
identity of the Juror and the woman will 
be known as “Miss X”. 

1962 Australia accepts Indonesian 
sovereignty over West New 

Guinea with Prime Minister Robert 
Menzies saying Australia would respect 
any DutchIndonesia agreement made 
without duress. 

1965 The bodies of two missing girls, 
Christine Sharrock and 

Marianne Schmidt, both 15, are found at 
Sydney’s Wanda beach. The crime 
remains unsolved.

1970 Cheryl Grimmer, three, 
disappears from Fairy Meadow 

beach, NSW. Her parents receive a 
ransom note but the 
kidnapper fails to show 
and the case remains 
unsolved. 

1976 Crime 
novelist 

Agatha Christie 
(pictured) dies in 
Devon, aged 85.

I’M NOT sure what came over me, 
but my behaviour was definitely 
out of character. 

When I’m asked now why I did 
it, I’m still stuck for a sufficient 
answer. 

All I know is one minute I was 
leeching all the information I 
could from the uber helpful store 
manager and the next I was 
forking out $600 for something I 
swore would never become part of 
my existence.

This was the week before 
Christmas. I didn’t even wait for 
the Boxing Day sales but I did first 
frantically message my better half, 
telling him to immediately scrap 
all unnecessary festive expenditure 
and to prepare for an incoming – 
and costly – gift for both of us.

Then I made the leap and 
jumped into the abyss for the first 
time in my adult life.

I bought a video game console. 
A Nintendo Switch to be specific.

Now, I haven’t owned a console 
since I had the Sega Master 
System in 1991 and it was already 
dated by then. We had four games, 
none of which I progressed 
through very far. 

My dad mastered the golf and 
once that happened the console 
never saw the light of day again. 

Fast forward a decade and I was 
living in a backpacker share-house 
in Vancouver, Canada, when one 

would seem consoles become 
collectors’ items, feverishly held on 
to for nostalgic purposes or 
potential earnings on the vintage 
market.

Who would have thought? 
Maybe that old Sega of mine 
would have been worth something. 

Or was it a VHS-Betamax 
moment in time?

There is just so much variety 
and everyone swears their system 
is the best. 

Apparently the Switch is a 
winner because of its versatility but 
has a limited game range. 

Finally, let’s not forget the 
music. I had no idea (a common 
theme here) some games have 
scores just like movies and just as 
beautifully composed. 

The one’s I’ve listened to are 
mostly classical and glorious, 
showing you don’t need to play the 
game to enjoy its creativity. 

Turns out I had no idea about 
gaming in the slightest and I rue 
that I took such a judgmental view 
of how people spent their time and 
money. Particularly when I was 
completely ignorant of the entire 
industry.

But now I have been given a 
glimpse of the gaming world, 
escapism never looked so well-
rendered and realistic.

Excuse me, best be off … Hyrule 
is calling.

It’s certainly game 
on from now on
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POOL OF CONFUSION OVER 
NORTH BELLARINE WORKS
REGARDING reports on the 
proposed North Bellarine pool, I 
must admit I am totally confused.

The discussion seems to be 
about funding a second stage of the
project before the first stage has 
even commenced.

If the second stage is to enhance
the first stage, why waste money 
building a second-class facility to 
be upgraded to a first-class facility 
later on? 

Surely the best economic 
outcome is to build the best facility 
in the first instance.
Priscilla Pescott, Belmont

ENCOURAGING EV UPTAKE 
AS PRESENT IS RUBBISH
ELECTRIC vehicles (EVs) will, in 
time, become cheaper and more 
popular, however the claims of 
effectiveness and suggestions of 
subsidies are premature. 

Geoff Foster (GA, 11/11) presents
an impossible, impractical ideology 
that will not meet climate change 
objectives. 

From conception to burial, EVs

have only been proven to be 
marginally more climate change 
efficient than some ICE (internal 
combustion engine) vehicles. 

The study that supports this is
flawed in its base being on three to 
four countries, India, the US and 
China being a limited study not 
applicable to most of the world’s 
countries. 

It is clearly accepted that 
emissions for EVs are far less, but 
their lifetime contribution to 
climate change per vehicle may 
only be marginally better, if at all. 

Subsidising EVs is a total waste
of taxpayer dollars. A Hyundai 
Kona can be bought for $29,000 
the EV Kona is $60,000. 

So the price of EV is at a 
minimum of twice an ICE. 
Subsidies are only a gift to the 
wealthy. 

We are insignificant in the 
world automotive landscape and, 
as such, we pay more for our 
vehicles and have far less choice 
and access to the more efficient 
ICE vehicles. 

We are a dumpling ground for
their older tech and only the more 

expensive (and higher fuel usage) 
vehicles are sold here to exploit 
our perceived relative wealth. 

EVs will not be an effective 
climate change purchase until the 
battery technology and total 
climate change effect is improved, 
this won’t be until 2027-8. 

Any EV purchased before then
will be viewed as a redundant 
vehicle that contributes way too 
much to climate change. 

Their resale will be poor and 
they will need to be replaced. 

So over a 10-year period these
earlier EVs will contribute more 
than ICE to climate change, due to 
their shorter effective life. 

Encouraging EV uptake at 
present is rubbish. 

Our government should be 
spending subsidies on setting up 
our own EV manufacturing 
facilities. 

We can do this while we still 
have the remnants of engineering 
and manufacturing skills and 
assets to make our own EVs. 

Their manufacture and 
maintenance is so much easier 
than ICEs. 

That is our EV solution, not 
sending our dollars to greedy 
foreign manufacturers. 
Ross Kroger, Barwon Heads

IT’S IMPORTANT TO GET 
THE SMALL THINGS RIGHT
THERE are a number of 
apostrophe obsessives out there 
who know their grammar and its 
usage, although I generally ignore 
these errors.

But today I started to worry. 
Our local shopping centre has a

new medical clinic, which kindly 
stated, “Walk in’s welcome” on a 
large banner.

I am not really a pedant, but I 
am reluctant to see a doctor who 
doesn’t know the English 
language, even though it’s only 
their medical expertise I am 
interested in. 

The real worry is the gradual 
decline in the standards that we 
expect in language and 
unfortunately in many other areas.

Let’s try to get the small things
right and then work on the world’s 
real problems.
Dennis Fitzgerald, Box Hill

Premier to declare a pandemic 
even if there is no illness in 
Victoria, or Australia for that 
matter.

Some media put Saturday’s 
crowd in excess of 100k, while 
others took up the middle ground 
and put it upwards of 50k.

Late on Monday night, there 
were further demonstrations, with 
an Occupy Spring Street protest 
springing up on the steps of 
Parliament House.

In response, the government 
issued a trove of amendments 
ahead of the first debate yesterday 
in the Upper House, after the Bill 
passed through the lower house 
easily two weeks ago.

It’s highly likely the Bill will 
pass with the help of Samantha 
Ratnam’s Greens, Andy Meddick’s 
Animal Justice Party and Fiona 

Patten’s Reason Party. Patten, who 
touts herself as a civil libertarian, 
seems to be the only crossbencher 
willing to hammer the government 
in exchange for her vote. 

Sam Ratnam and Andy 
Meddick rolled over and gave their 
support as soon as the Bill was 
released.

An open letter to Andrews from
a growing bunch of Victorian 
lawyers spelt out the concerns in 
no uncertain terms. 

Their biggest worry is that the
Bill will allow the government to 
“effectively rule the state of 
Victoria by decree for the 
foreseeable future without proper 
Parliamentary oversight or the 
usual checks and balances on 
executive power”.

The Bill failing to pass would be

the ultimate win for democracy. 
It’s unlikely to be defeated, given 
the increasing demand for some 
legislative structure – Patten 
herself has spoken publicly about 
this – to prevent endless state of 
emergency declarations as we’ve 
seen in Victoria since the 
pandemic began. 

If they won’t “kill the Bill”, we
can only hope the crossbenchers 
use their power wisely and not 
simply accept the offerings the 
government has no doubt made to 
secure their votes. 

Victoria has become a litmus 
test for the level of tyranny 
accepted by the people. 

What happens in Victoria’s 
parliament this week will be 
reflected in our streets.

The world is watching.

STUDENTS A 
CLASS ACT

TODAY marks the end of the
two-year journey for Victor-
ia’s year 12 cohort with the sit-
ting of the last of the VCE
exams.

It has been far from an ideal end to
their secondary education for this
group of 80,000 students, whose two-
year VCE journey has been marked by
uncertainty, postponed assessments
and shuffling in and out of remote
learning. For many of them, it has also
been a period of missed milestones, as
the usual 18th birthdays, senior for-
mals and other events that tradition-
ally come in the final year of schooling
were often lost to lockdown.

Unsurprisingly, new data collected
from students from 150 different
schools shows that feelings of positiv-
ity among Victorian students this year
is on average about 18 points lower
than their interstate counterparts. 

Despite the great work of teachers,
families and entire school communi-
ties to make remote working as help-
ful as possible, the research shows the
flow-on effects of the pandemic have
certainly taken their toll on our stu-
dents.

The positive spin on this is these
students have already learned so
much. To have completed the already
stressful VCE program under such
arduous conditions has taken tremen-
dous resilience and maturity that will
stand them in good stead in the years
to come.

We will be celebrating these tough
young adults with online photo galler-
ies of their valedictory and graduation
celebrations over the coming weeks. 

Well done class of 2021, you have
certainly done yourselves and your
community proud.

1558 At the death of Mary I at 42,
Elizabeth Tudor comes to the

English throne as Elizabeth I. 

1824 Explorers Hamilton Hume and
William Hovell reach the future

site of Albury, NSW, and carve their initials 
on a tree, known as the Hovell Tree. 

1855 Scottish missionary David
Livingstone finds Victoria Falls

while exploring inner Africa.

1869 The Suez Canal, 190km long,
opens after 10 years’ 

construction by a French company. It is too 
shallow and has to be dredged. 

1917 Sculptor Auguste Rodin dies at
age 77. 

1941 Japanese diplomats visit the
White House and tell president

Franklin Roosevelt Japan wants to avoid 
war with the US. 

1970 Russia’s Luna 17 lands on the
moon with the first moon-

walker vehicles and returns images for 
television of the surface. The vehicle is the 
solar-powered eight-
wheeler Lunokhod 1.

1996 At age 18
David Dicks

of Perth (pictured) 
sails into Fremantle, 
becoming the 
youngest person to sail 
solo around the world. 

IF you learned about Saturday’s 
Rise Up protests in Melbourne via 
some media, you would have heard 
that only a few thousand people 
turned up. 

You would have also heard it 
was simply a rent-a-crowd of 
conservative, unjabbed rabble 
carrying nooses and screaming for 
Premier Dan Andrews’ head.

If you turned on a media outlet
actually reporting facts, you would 
have quickly learned the protesters 
were every-people: old, young, 
Left, Right, anti-vaxxer, 
pro-choice, worker, toff.

They turned up in their droves,
not only to protest the pandemic 
Bill but also the mandates that 
have made it near impossible for 
anyone in Victoria to work without 
succumbing to the medical 
apartheid that is the use of the 
vaccine in this setting. 

Interestingly, protests about 
mandating didn’t garner nearly as 
much support as the draconian 
measures outlined in the pandemic 
legislation.

It would seem a Bill that moots
arresting people for their political 
beliefs raised the ire of everyday 
people in a massive wave of 
momentum.

They have also taken issue with
handing the Premier unfettered 
power, ridiculous fines for not 
obeying public health orders and 
no parliamentary oversight.

Let’s not forget the power of the

Eve 
FISHER

Draconian bill 
sparks action 
EVE

FISHER
     IF THEY WON’T “KILL THE 
BILL”, WE CAN ONLY HOPE THE 
CROSSBENCHERS USE THEIR 
POWER WISELY AND NOT 
SIMPLY ACCEPT THE OFFERINGS 
THE GOVERNMENT HAS NO 
DOUBT MADE TO SECURE 
THEIR VOTES. Protesters on the steps of Parliament House in Melbourne on 

Tuesday. Picture: Jason Edwards

EVE 
FISHER

      No one told me that I 
would be best at playing 
Mario Kart on the fastest 
setting because I’m a crazy 
driver in real life. 


